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Health information systems are now widely
used around the world to raise the quality
of healthcare, reduce medical error rates
and improve access to health information
and services, and health informatics is now
recognized as a separate and unique area of
disciplinary study and professiona
practice. This book presents the
proceedings of the 2011 Information
Technology and Communicationsin Health
(ITCH) conference, in Victoria, BC,
Canada in February 2011. Hedlth
informatics issues are not unigue to one
country or one organization and with its
theme of International Perspectives, this
conference provides a unique opportunity
to share the lessons learned by both
developed and developing countries.
Effective use of scarce hedthcare
resources, ensuring the long-term
sustainability of healthcare systems and
moving the science of health informatics
forward are discussed, and the conference
also addresses key issues at the intersection
of technology and healthcare such as;
privacy, ethics, patient safety, efficiency
and effectiveness, which are common to
healthcare providers worldwide. The
improvement of healthcare systems which
employ health informatics technology is
dependent upon such international
exchanges and solution-sharing, and this
book will be of interest to all those
involved in providing better heathcare
worldwide.lOS Press is an international
science, technical and medical publisher of
high-quality  books for  academics,
scientists, and professionals in al fields.
Some of the areas we publish in:
-Biomedicine ~ -Oncology -Artificial
intelligence -Databases and information
systems -Maritime engineering
-Nanotechnology -Geoengineering -All
aspects of physics -E-governance
-E-commerce -The knowledge economy
-Urban studies -Arms control
-Understanding and  responding to



terrorism -Medical informatics -Computer
Sciences
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